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congregation facing it with courage,
trusting that God remains with us, guidThis last Sunday we gathered for our
ing us to share the message of God’s allannual congregational meeting and, as is inclusive love.
normal, we dealt with quite a bit of business. I first would like to thank all of
Things have changed so fast in our time:
you for your participation and patience
in science and medicine, in societal and
as we went through all of it. I especially cultural norms, in technology and mewant to thank you for your love to one
dia, in economic disparity. Longstandanother, expressed in mutual respect and ing problems and conflicts within our
support as we met. This is not somesociety have only recently come to gain
thing I take lightly at all: so many conwidespread awareness. It can all be
gregations seem to leave love at the
overwhelming. We could run away
door of the meeting room and forget that from change and all calls for change, or
we are truly in this together.
we can look for God’s movement in all
Two items of our business are particularly worth mentioning. First, we spent
a good deal of time reviewing the budget so that we would all have a good understanding of it. There were thoughtful
questions asked and then we adopted it
as presented. I think everyone understood that with this budget, if nothing
changes, we will have a significant deficit this year. My sense of the congregation in the conversation leading up to
the vote was that we truly want to look
for those ways to change and grow.
This is a truly loving and dynamic community that wants to share and expand
God’s love and power in our world.
That leads me to reflect on the other
item of business that was of particular
interest to me: our discussion and passage of a statement of welcome, reprinted in this newsletter. With this
statement it is our intention to be publically recognized as a “Reconciled in
Christ” congregation. At the same time,
I think the passage of this statement represents more than simply wanting to
adopt this label. We live in a rapidly
changing world and I see our

these things, trusting that Christ is already there in the midst of it all. I believe this little statement of welcome we
just adopted expresses our willingness
to do the latter, faithfully following
where God is leading.

Finally, I would like to offer a word of
thanks and congratulations to Cathryn
Chinn and Matt Schulz, elected to serve
on the council. We pray for God’s
blessing on them and the rest of the
council as we all move into God’s future
together.
In the grace and peace of Christ,
Pastor Clark
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ST. TIMOTHY LUTHERAN CHURCH FINANCES
December 2017

Actual

Budgeted

Diff

Income
Offerings
Building Use
Faith Giving
Misc Income
Special Donation
Total Income
Expenses
Loan Principal
December Net
YTD 2017

$12,194
$3,618
$630
$1,105
$2,083
$19,630
$20,068
$568
($1,006)
Actual

$9,681
$3,542
$667
$750
$2,083
$16,723
$14,735
$568
$1,420
Budgeted

$2,513
$76
($37)
$355
$0
$2,907
$5,333
$0
$414
Diff

Income
Offerings
Building Use
Faith Giving
Special Donation
Misc Income
Total Income

$120,157
$43,416
$7,700
$25,000
$9,515
$205,788

$116,205
$42,500
$8,000
$25,000
$9,000
$200,705

$3,952
$916
($300)
$0
$515
$5,083

Expenses
Loan Principal
YTD Net

$188,317
$6,864
$10,607

$184,112
$6,864
$9,729

$4,205
$0
$878

Experience the Small Catechism in a New Way
Adult Education Opportunities

(Meets after coffee/refreshments in the Music Room 11:30-12:30pm)
February 4th-March 18

”By Heart: Conversations with Martin Luther's Small Catechism.”
This seven session course will be offering in-depth exploration and
group discussions about the biblical and historical context of Martin
Luther’s Small Catechism, its link to the church’s faith, and its
connection to Luther’s life and your life today.
Please let us know if you are interested in attending this adult study
class.
Sign up in the Lounge, email: office@sttim.org, or phone: 372-2042
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Reconciled in Christ Statement
St. Timothy Lutheran-2017
Sharing God’s love together is what we strive
to do in our words and actions. We are first to
admit that we are not perfect in this, but this
remains our goal. So, no matter who you are
or where you come from, no matter what your
gender identity or sexual orientation, no matter your
ethnic or economic background, no matter your age
or ability, no matter your politics or even your
religious background, we want to welcome you
here. We want to encourage you to grow with
us in our connection to God and one another.
We want to empower you and have you
empower us for love and service. We want
you to join us in sharing God’s love together.

Service Commission
We hope everyone has found tickets for the Feb. 10 Pasta Supper in their church mailbox. Please buy or
sell them and give the proceeds to a member of the Service Commission.
We're also requesting cookie donations for that event. There will be a sign-up sheet in the narthex. Thank you, and we hope to see you there.
The I-HELP for Women dinner is all set for Feb.
The next dinners will be Mar.7 and Apr.4. Sign-up sheets will be in the narthex.
Our Wed. evening Lenten offerings will go to ELCA's 40 Days of Giving campaign and will be used to
support programs to relieve hunger and poverty.
I-Help is looking for donation of used rolling suitcases. You could drop them off in the entrance of the
Fellowship Hall at First Presbyterian 501 El Dorado St, Monterey, CA 93940 or bring them to St John's
with/during the meal on February7th. Whichever is more convenient for you.
Thank you for making the food basket overflow!
Your Service Commission
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PRAYER VENTURES
February 2018
1 Give thanks, especially during Black History Month, for our sisters and brothers of African descent participating in God’s
work of restoring and reconciling communities in the name of Jesus Christ throughout the world; ask God to bless the work of
the African Descent Lutheran Association in developing networks, advocating for congregations, and providing fellowship,
learning and sharing opportunities for lay members and rostered ministers of the ELCA.
2 This is the time of year when ELCA outdoor ministry leaders are recruiting young adults for a summer of service at our 128
outdoor ministry sites. Pray young adults across the country are moved by the Spirit to serve in this vibrant, diverse ministry
and are inspired to share their faith, leadership, skills and enthusiasm with the 175,000 campers of all ages participating in summer programs.
3 Pray for the young adults applying for the 2018-19 ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission program, a year of service, faith
formation, walking alongside global companions and relationship building in 11 programs in 14 countries around the world.
4 The world cries out for healing, peace, freedom from oppression and hope. Praise God for the new life, renewal of spirit and
relief we have through Jesus Christ, and pray we are humble servants and bold disciples eager to share this good news with
everyone.
5 We remember in our prayers ELCA missionaries serving in Japan alongside our global church partners that they are sustained
by their faith and our encouragement and support for their work of teaching, music, theological education, parish ministry and
sharing the gospel.
6 We remember, and strive to not forget, in our prayers the many situations, people and places in our nation and the world
where suffering, conflict, poverty and hunger, long-term recovery from disasters and injustice persist.
7 Pray that, for the sake of the gospel, we are faithful in serving our neighbor, spreading the good news and sharing our blessings with all people in every context and situation of life without expectation of reward, praise or recognition.
8 As seasonal jobs and employment wane, we remember in our prayers those in our communities who are unemployed and
underemployed, and we pray we are supportive in ways that recognize and value their gifts, help network and connect people,
attend to daily needs and respect the dignity of individuals.
9 Pray the spirit of God at work in us will motivate us to say “yes” daily to the covenant made in baptism to live among God’s
faithful people, hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s Supper, proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word
and deed, serve all people following the example of Jesus, and strive for justice and peace in all the earth.
10 “Praise the Lord! How good it is to sing praises to our God” (Psalm 147:1). Give thanks to God for caring for those who live
in sadness, suffer injustice, feel powerless or are treated as outcasts; ask God to remind us of our call to be God’s caring hands,
voice and presence in the world.
11 Transfiguration of Our Lord When confused about God’s purpose for us and the future of the church, we pray God will stir
our faith and enlighten our vision, reminding us to not seek refuge in what is familiar and safe but instead venture into our communities, uncomfortable situations and the world to share the good news and serve our neighbor.
12 Pray for the ELCA Youth Gathering staff, volunteers, youth and adult participants, congregations and synods preparing for
the Youth Gathering, Multicultural Youth Leadership Event and The tAble pre-event for “definitely-abled” youth in Houston
this summer.
13 Pray that our work, service and ministries are not for our own satisfaction, recognition or legacy but for the proclaiming of
the good news of Jesus Christ and the benefit of our neighbor.
14 Ash Wednesday We pray with humility and repentance as we begin our journey through Lent that, even in our imperfection
and weakness, we never lose sight of the good news that God’s love and mercy are unwavering and that our lives are made new
and whole through our baptism into Christ’s life, death and resurrection.
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15 Give thanks for those who have been called to vocations of writing and editing books for children, youth and adults, theological publications, worship resources, curricula for faith formation, devotional and prayer guides, and resources for congregational leaders.
16 God shines brightly in the world and universe and is not silent. Give thanks and praise to God, and ask that our witness be
bold and bright in declaring God’s boundless power, righteousness and love.
17 As our Lenten journey continues, we reflect on our lives and faith with humility and honesty, immersing ourselves in prayers for God’s mercy and rejoicing in the gifts of love, forgiveness and salvation we have through our Savior, Jesus Christ.
18 Give thanks to God that the Spirit that sustained and protected Jesus in the wilderness against Satan and temptation is the
same Spirit with us today, strengthening our faith and courage in the face of difficulties, guiding our daily lives, and inspiring
us to act boldly with justice, compassion, mercy and peace.
19 Not a day goes by when the life, work and teachings of Martin Luther don’t influence the church and our faith journey. We
remember in prayer lay leaders and rostered ministers, theologians, teachers and people of faith throughout the history who
have challenged, taught and encouraged us that we might mature in faith and be more fully equipped to do God’s work in the
world.
20 We pray to know and trust God’s ways and paths, truth and word, mercy and steadfast love, and that we will treasure and
demonstrate in our daily life these truths and qualities for the sake of the world.
21 The ELCA and The Episcopal Church are committed to prayer, fasting and advocacy that addresses cuts to public programs that are vital to hungry people who are living in poverty. Pray for these concerns, our leaders and people in need on the
21st of each month through December 2018.
22 Pray for seafarers and fishermen of all nationalities and faiths who often spend months at sea, isolated from family, friends
and home communities. Pray for their safety and care and that the Spirit of God will stir in them faith that gives hope,
strength, peace and the knowledge that they are part of the body of Christ – a global community of faith that bridges all
oceans, nations, distances and time.
23 We ask God to keep us focused on the cross, not as a religious object, work of art or cultural symbol but as a clear reminder of what God has done for us through the life, suffering, death and resurrection of God’s son, Jesus Christ – our very real
hope and salvation, God’s gracious gift for humanity.
24 Give thanks for the impact of the 13 Global Mission Projects undertaken at the invitation of our companion churches and
supported through The Campaign for the ELCA . Pray these projects and partner relationships will flourish as they help build
new congregations, reach out to young people, train pastors and evangelists, strengthen existing ministries and grow the
church.
25 Bold Women’s Day Today – and every day – we recognize and celebrate Lutheran women who have acted or are acting
boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ in diverse contexts everywhere in the world.
26 The ELCA Leadership Initiative encourages us to seek out and inspire gifted people in our congregations and communities
to consider a call to the ministry of the gospel as pastors, deacons and lay leaders. Ask God to help us be perceptive and assertive in identifying, inviting, encouraging and supporting potential leaders in responding to God’s call to ministry.
27 We pray that in our Lenten reflections and conversations we are truthful with ourselves and each other, trust in God’s love
and mercy that frees us to move forward grounded in the gospel to serve our neighbor without bias, encourage and care for
one another as sisters and brothers in Christ, and move beyond any hesitations or fears we may have about participating in
God’s work in the world.
28 Thank God for the work of the ELCA Youth Ministry Network as it strives with its ministry partners to renew, educate,
support and strengthen leaders – lay and rostered, paid and volunteer – serving in children, youth and family ministry in congregations, synods and outdoor ministr

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
1

Fri

Sat

2

3

9

10

Christ in Our
Home
noon

4

5

6

7

8
Christ in Our
Home
Noon

I-Help
5:30am

Worship
Service
10:00am

Pasta Dinner
4:00-6:00pm

Property
9:30am

Souper Bowl
By Heart
Class-11:30

11

12

13

By Heart
Class-11:30

18

19

20

Worship
Service
10:00am

Food Pantry
4:00-7:00pm

By Heart
Class-11:30

25

14
Altar Guild
1:00pm
Service
3:45pm

Worship
Service
10:00am

26

27

Worship
Service
10:00am

By Heart
Class-11:30

15

Ash Wednesday
Service
7:00pm

21

16

17

23

24

Christ in Our
Home
noon

22

Soup Super
5:30
Holden Evening
Prayer-6:15pm

Christ in Our
Home
noon

28
Soup Super
5:30
Holden Evening
Prayer-6:15pm

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
Gloria Llenaresas

2/7

Charlotte Nelson

2/10

Men’s Breakfast
8:30am
Workday
10:00am

